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he soon entered the Ministry of Defence and became the
right hand of Groener, the Minister of Defence. Groener
had every confidence in Schleicher, gave him a free hand
and loved him as if he were his own son. The only result
was that in the spring of 1932 Schleicher himself engineered
Groener's downfall in order to take his place as Minister
of Defence. For a full five years, 1928-32, Kurt von
Schleicher was the great wire-puller behind the scenes.
He chose chancellors arbitrarily. The burden of outward
responsibility was to rest on the chancellors, whilst he him-
self ruled the scenes from the wings, and made other indi-
viduals responsible for governing according to his ideas.
Konrad Heiden says somewhere that Schleicher dragged
Papen from obscurity, because he wanted a dull fellow
through whom he could govern invisibly. In this he
underestimated Papen's ambition and likewise his capacity
for unscrupulous intrigue.
Thus in 1932 two intriguers were collaborating in the
most important positions in the German Reich. At first
they played into each other's hands, but afterwards they
became the more bitter opponents on that account.
Schleicher had brought Bruning to power in order to
prepare through him a dictatorship of the Reichswehr.
But Bruning was too strong, too honourable, too methodical
in his own plans, and too democratic to fall into Schleicher's
trap. Out of initial friendship and support arose a deep-
rooted hatred, which in the end brought about Briining's
downfall.
The same thing repeated itself in the case of Franz von
Papen. He was Schleicher's puppet, but in the course of
his antics he made some false moves, which did not please
his master. Schleicher overthrew Papen just as he had
overthrown Briining ; but this time he had assistance of the'
National Socialists, or rather of Rohm, their Chief of Staff.
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And here yet a third power factor makes its appearance.
At the time of which we are speaking this one only took